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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.n., and read prayers.

QUESTION—STATE BATTERIES.

Hon. M. SEDDON (for Hon. C. G.
Elliott) asked the Chief Secretary: 1, What
were the total working expenses of State
hatteries during the year ended the 30th
June, 19362 2, What was the total revenue
for the same period? 3, What was the pro-
fit rveceived from operations during that
period ?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
£113,642 12s. 7d. 2, 126,207 16s. 8d. 3,
£12,655 4s. 1d. This amount has been com-
pletely absorbed in the payment of cartage
subsidies on prospectors’ ove carted to State
batteries.

FEDERAL SENATE VACANCY,
Lieut.-Goveriror’s Message.

Message from the Lieut.-Governor received
and read transmitting a ecopy of a despateh
received by him from the President of the
Senate of the Commonwealth of Australia,
notifying that a vacancy had oceurred in the
representation of the State of Western Aus-
tralia in the Senate, Senator W. Carroll
having died on the 13th May, 1936.

On motion by the Chief Seceretary,
ordered: That the President be requested
to confer with the Speaker of the Legis-
lative Assembly in order to fix a day and
place whereon and whereat the Legislative
Council and the Legislative Assembly, sit-
ting and vofing together, shall choose a per-
son to hold the place of the Scnator whose
place has hecome vacant.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Second Day.
Debate resumed from the 6th Angust,

HON. C. F. BAXTER (East) [4.45]:
Before dealing with matters contained in the
Lieut.-Governor’s Speech I wish to make a

few refevences io other maiters of import-
ance. The most important of all is the
denth of His Majesty King George V. Only
about 12 months have elapsed since we cele-
brated the 25th anniversary of his reign
over Great Britain and the Dominions, That
period contained many years that were
tranght with extreme danger, Dbut His
Majesty King George was always equal to
the task that confronted him and proved
himself a very worthy leader of the British
Xation. It was he who in a large degree
assisted to surmonnt many of the difficulties
that arose hetween (reat Britain and other
countries of the world. TUnfortunately, a
few months ago be was taken ill, and soon
the whole nation mourned the loss of & be-
ioved ruler who showed consideration for
the whole of his subjects. Great though
that loss has heen, the British nation has
been very fortunate in having King Edward
VIIIL. to fill the place, 2 young, energetic
and good king who has taken every oppor-
tunity to make himself aequainted with his
subjects, even those residing in the most
remote parts of the Dominions. Although
the present hour is very dark, let us hope
that the darkness will be swept away and
that King Edward’s reign will be as success-
ful as that of his late father. It is comfort-
ing to witness the trend in European affairs
towards the lead given by Great Britain.
The success of constitutional government in

Great Britain has been so great that even
Russia is inclined to turn that wayv. Tet

us hope that the blackness of the outlook
at present will gradually pass and that con-
stitutional government will be adopted by
all countries in Europe to cement relations
and bring peace instead of strife. Aus-
tralia is fortunate in having the protection
of the Mother Countrv. T fear that a
very small minorvity of Australians do

not fully realise what that protection
means. The voung men have not
responded fo the ecall of the military

authorities for voluntary enlistment as was
expecied. I think it a pity that compulsory
training was set aside several years ago,
thus nceessitating Australia’s relving upon
the voluntary system. I realise that any-
thing of a compulsory nature is not tavoured
by many Australians, but many of omr
vouths who trained under the compulsory
system were better in health and physique
than they have been since being allowed to
go their own way. Not many months have
elapsed sinece the close of the previons
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sesston, bu: these few months have been
marked by the loss of no fewer than five ex-
members of the Legislative Council. Iirst
and foremost let me mention the late Sir
Edward Wittenoom, who served the State
for manyv vears. He was truly an Empire
builder, having been one of the leaders of
the section that made Western Australia
what it is to-day, a State of which we are ali
very proud. His was a conspicuous carecr
on account of the varied eoneerns with which
he was associated, and all those activities
reflocted his wonderful ability. HHe served
in  hoth Houses of Parliament with
eredit to himself and special benefit to the
State.  As a Minister of the Crown, he
plaved a very important part in the early
history of the Sfate. He was a bom
diplomat and his term as Agentt-General was
most  successful.  His able and pleasing
manner of speech, aided by ready wit, en-
deared him to all his associates, He gave
great encouragement to fellow members and
on all occasions took special pleasure in
assisting new members. While it is pleasing
to recall his pleasant speech, it is still move
pleasant to remember his careful avoidance
of many hormful things, which he preferred
to leave unsnid. Memories of Sir Edward
Wittenoom will be treasured by all with
whom he was associated ; we miss his cheery
and helpful personality greatly, The late
Sir Charles Nathan served as a member of
this Chamber for a number of years.
Previous to entering Parliament he served
very diligently in various spheres. His
combination of sincerity of purpose and
ability, together with s eongenial nature,
endeared him to all with whom he came into
contaet and enabled him to render special
and splendid szervice to the country. His
ability was well displayed in this Chamber
and his retirement was a matter for wide-
spread regret. Sir Charles Nathan never
indulged in destruetive eriticism.  All his
efforts were of a helpful and eonstructive
nature, and those who enjoyed the privilege
of his friendship feel the loss of a kind and
sincere man.  Mention has already heen
made in the motion moved by the Chief
Secretary this afternoon of the death of an
ex-member of this House in the person of
Senator Carroll. He served a few vears in
this Chamber previous to becoming a mem-
ber of the Senate. Senator Carroll bad a
wide and varied experience, and wherever he
went he was respected. He spent a large
part of his life on the land—strenuons

vears which undermined his health. Later
he represented a big organisation in this
Chamber and proved himself a very useful
member. Finally, on heing defeated, he was
clected to the Senate where he did yeoman
service on behalf of this State so long as his
health lasted. Every member who was asso-
ciated with Senator Carroll will regret that
le did not enjoy better health and that many
more years were not spared him to carry out
his useful representation of the State in the
Federal Parliament. The late William
Patrick was a member of this House for
about 12 vears. He was a man of the high-
est integrity, Concise of speech, he always
spoke to the point and was reliable in his
statements. He was honoured and respected
by every member. He came of a family
who had been attached to the land for
generations, and members of his family are
still engaged in prodoucing commodities from
the land. Such people are a valuable asset
to any country. When Mr. William Patrick
retired from this House we all felt that we
had sustained a great loss—the loss of a
gentleman honest to a degree and always
dependable. The late Joseph Duffell repre-
sented the Metropolitan-Suburban Province
n this House for o number of years. He
had heen a commerecial man in the city and
proved a very useful member. He served a
term here when eonditions were very diffienlt
and he always displayed an amount of com-
mercial ability that was very helpful to us.
During the recess we have suffered other
losses, due to the elections and, of ecourse,
there have heen gains. 1 am referring to
Mr. R. G. Moore, who was defeated for North-
East Province, and Mr. H. J. Yelland who
was defeated for East Provinece. Mr. R. G,
Moore was not with us for many years, but
during the period he served here, he showed
marked ability and honesty of purpose and
all that weni to make a true man. He gained
the respect of members and performed very
useful service for the people of the gold-
ields. Mr. Yelland, a colleague of mine,
sat for two terms amounting to 12 years and
worked very diligently on behalf of his con-
stitnents. The electors, however, decided to
make a change and Mr. Yelland is not with
us to-day. No matter what political opinions
wa may hold, there is always a feeling of
friendship that causes sadness when any
member is defeated at an eleciion. We are
pleased to weleome the two new members,
one a colleague of mine in the person of
Myr. Garnet Wood. He comes of an old
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Western Australian family, his father hav-
ing left a very distinct mark on the political
lite of the State. He served as a Minister
of the Crown with marked ability and also
a5 Commissioner of Railways, and it will
he u long time before the name of B. (.
Wood is forgotten in Western Australia.
From my experience of Mr. Garnet Wood,
I can say he is a worthy son following a
good father, and he too, I believe, will prove
ag great a credit to the State. Mr. Erie
Heenan, the other new member, I hava
known from hoyhood; in fact, I know the
whole family. MMr. Heenan is a member of
the legal profession of which he has proved
a shining light. He has shown himself to
he adaptable and very thorough in every-
thing he undertakes, and he will make a
very good member. His parents were ex-
ceptional people; their whole lives were de-
voted to the advancement of the family to
which end they were prepared to make any
sacrifice. As a friend of his mother, I ve-
gret that she was not spared a little longer
to witness the honour conferred upon her
son by his election fo this House. Judging
by his concise utterance in moving the
motion for the adoption of the Address-
in-reply, Mr. Heenan will prove of great
assistance to the House.

References have vecently been wmade to
Anstralia’s trade and on this question West-
cern Australia is affected closely indeed, par-
ticularly in respect of exports. I am afraid
there are a lot of people all over the Com-
monwealth who do not value the trade that
this country does with Great Britain, I
have already spoken on the subject of the
importance of our trade with Great Britain
from the standpoint of Australia’s protee-
tion. We know how loyal Great Britain is
to her Dominions and we are also aware
that that loyalty is cordially reeiproecated
from this end, so mueh so that Great Brit-
ain’s devotion fo her colonies might be said
to he similar to that of a parent to a ehild.
But, as I have said, there are people who
place no value on the trade we do with the
Mother Countrv, Quite recently there has
heen a controversy on the question of the
wool trade. After all, we in Australia are
part and pareel of the British Empire and
it should he our duty first of all to give con-
sideration to the Mother Country. When
it eomes to an exchange of trade, howeven,
it is interesting to note just how muech tradg
we carry on with Great Britain, and the ex-

tent of our trade with other countries of
the world. 1t is obviously to our advan-
tage that our trade with Great Britain
should he econsiderably greater than our
trade with outside countries. T have not the
exaet figures but I know that for the year
1930 our trade with America totalled no
less a sum than 25 millions against Australia.
We are awarve, however, that this has been
considerably curtailed by reason of the fact
that many articles are now manufaetured
in Australia. But let me quote a few figures
relating to our primary industries upon
whieh Australin has to depend to a material
extent for her ¢redits abroad, We find thus
that our trade with Great Britain now is
greater than our trade with other countries
ecombined, During the last 12 months West-
ern  Amnstralia’s cxports to Great Brithin
totalled over £5,000,000, as against slightly
over £3,000,000 o other countries of the

world. T will quote a few of the prin-
cipal items. Take our wheat. W ex-
ported to the TUnited Kingdoa wheat

to the value of £1,538,07¢ and to all
other countries £965,288 worth. Of flour we
exported to the United Kingdem £1538,012
and to other countries £327,887 worth. The
value of greasy wool exporvted to the United
Kingdom was £2,796,034 and to other coun-
tries £1,630,982, The value of scoured wool
exported fo the TUnited Kingdom was
£166,305 and to other countries £58815.
Apples were exported to the value of
£267,223 to the United Kingdom, and
£124,688 to other countries. So we have a
total value of exports to Great Britain of
£3,226,234 and to other countries £3,127,G630.
Swrely those people who are interested in
our trade will realise just how important
that trade is with Great Britain, and it has
to be borne in mind also that the figures
relating to wheat deal with export in a year
when our harvests were very low. T should
like to make a brief reference to the elec-
tions that took place at the beginnine of
the present vear. The previous election,
held in 1830, was practically compuisory by
reason of the fact that a referendum was
conducted at the same time. The reeent
election was most marked by the apathwv of
clectors in recording their votes. This showed
clearly that a suhstantial percentage of elec-
tors do not value the privileze of the
franchise. Tt is quite probable that the
class of people who continually eriticise and
helittle both Parliament as a whole and Par-
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liamentarians, are to be found amongst those
who shirk the responsibility of recording
their votes. As regards the votes of young
penple generally, the position is deplorable.
The present is an age of pleasure as far as
ihey are concerned. Very few take matters
seriously and do not place any value on the
vote. Any movement to politically educate
the young people has made very little pro-
zress mainly becanse such movements were
inaugurated for party advancement and,
consequently, those taking part were coached
an biassed party lines. The Electoral Act
is the most important statute hecause under
it the Governments which are created not
only eontrol administration but the every-
day life of the people, many of whom are
more than eareful over minor details affect-
ing them and give no consideration to the
proper exercise of their votes. Recontly I
heard a wireless discussion in which one
persen ridienled politicians—and this is in-
dulged in by wmany ignorant people whe,
when asked the name of the member for
Perth, are unable to answer the question.
The political education of the people is n
real necessity. Instead, however, we find
at times not only these who wish te elimb
inte positions by forming new organisa-
tions, and others wsing existing bodies to
advance their own selfish interests, but
school teachers who are in the position to
sow the seeds of discontent in young minds
—and even worse still University professors
—ever ready to malign politicians instead
of assisting to educate the masses on sound
polities. The apathy of electors in not re-
cording their votes is serious, and whilst I
am at all times very strongly opposed to
any laws of 2 eompulsory nature, becanse T
consider that people should as far as pos-
sible be free agents, the negleet of such a
larzre percentage of clectors to record their
votes at the last Assembly eleetions impels
me to favour strongly compulsory voting.
I hope that Parliament will have an early
opportunity of considering this question.

In addition to the many avenues in which
the taxpaver is forced to contribute to Gov-
crnment and public bodies funds through
taxation and rates, appeals are often
launched to collect money for other pur-
poses.  Some time hack a suceessful appeal
was made nnder the title of Youth and
Motherhaod, to which the Government and
the people subscribed. As regards the
motherhood section, it was a very worthy
appeal and the funds could be nsed to good

purpese. It is quite apparent that when
the appeal was made fo assist youth, no
avenne was known in which the funds could
be used to advantage, and although every
effort has been mmade, even now there is no
known avenue through which to utilise the
money, Why was such an appeal made?
What influenced such an appeal? It was
unfair to ask people to subscribe funds
unless there was an avenue for utilisation,
and the custodian of public funds, the Gov-
ernment, should have been assured of how
the funds were to he applied before thev
subserihed publie moneys. No effort should
he spared to safeguard the most important
years of life, i.e., from 14 to 21 years. Dur-
ing this period the greatest impressions are
imade and character moulded. TUnemploy-
ment during this time of young life is a
menace within our ranks and fosters idle-
ness and viees which undermine character
and ereate undesirables. There are some in-
stitutions assisting the movement, among
which are several boys’ farmms. the resuit of
which does not mean very much, bhecanse
collectively thev can jonly handle a few
vouths, and this method would he far toro
costly to extend to a sulficient number to
meet the position. Other eountries and also
the other Sintes of the Commonwealth are
mch more advanced than is Western Auns-
tralin. A lot has been said in this State
but very little accomplished. XNew South
Wales recently granted £24,400 to its Youth
Movement; previous to this ancther amount
of £20,000 had been granted. Vietoria has
ten Government officials to hundle this move-
ment, and last vear made a specinl grant
of £2500 and provided all petty services.
Queensland has a special section of a de-
partment wholly devoted to the movement,
and in addition to providing free fares to
and from work, grants are given to vouth
movements, If the Western Awustralian
Youth movement were handled in the sante
way as s done in Tasmania, the movement
here would receive £40,000. South Africa
has 12 branches in 12 of the largest towns,
and the cost of the movement there is
£20,000 per annum. In Western Australia
we have a Boys Employment Leagne, a very
high-sounding name, bui unfortunately
placed. It occupies a large room which is
only comparable to a Duich farm barn and
its furniture consists of one long tahle, a
few chairs and a long form to aceommodate
lads awaiting employment. Everything that
is discussed by word of mouth or over the
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telephone is heard by all. The matter for
the post is carefully placed on the floor to
prevent its being mixed up with other
papers. The staff consists of two paid
officers, and such payments are less than
those received by plumbers, while the typ-
istes are all volunteers. This system was
eommenced in January, 1932, The tolal in-
come received amounts to £1,184, and the
total expenditure to £1,115, and whilst large
amounnts have heen provided out of Lottery
funds for boys’ farms, the fofal amount re-
ceived from the Lotteries Commission to
date is only £380. Notwithstanding the sue-
cess of this institution, the Government have
provided only £100 out of the total of £1,184,
The vesult of starving the Boys’ Employ-
ment League for funds has seriously hamp-
ered their operations. I happened to visit
the league when requiring a lad, and over-
heard it said that they could not afford to
send a telegram to a prospective employver.
Tt is quite plain that emplovers cannot he
advised by telegram that hovs are being seni.
This must eause inconvenience and many
other drawbacks. Yet with all those draw-
backs, the league has found positions for
7,100 hoys at a cost of £1,115—2a wonderful
achievement worthy of practical assistanee
and encouragement. The average cost of
placement of bovs works out at the small
som of 3s. 1l4d. eacl. Has any hetter
avenue been found for the utilisation of =
small portion of the Youth Appeal fund,
which is Iying idle? Surely this league is
riore entitled fo a much larger share of the
considerable amounts that are distributed
frequently from Lotteries Commission funds
than are many other coneerns which have re-
ceived extraordinary assistance! The future
of Youth is every citizen’s eoncern, and no
effort should be spared to meet the posi-
tion. For a long period of years there have
heen strong advoeates of decentralisation,
hut it is quite apparent that such efforts
have attained little suceess. The extension
of the metropolitan area, when compared
with the excess of exports over imports,
does not appear warranted. In this con-
nection it must not be overlooked that West-
ern Australia has practically no secondary
industries to export their produets to be of
much value to the State. But I wish to draw
attention to what is being carried out in the
metropolitan area, whilst other portions of
the State are neglected. Our present
educational svstem, costing approximately
£700,000 per amnum for a popula-

tion of less than half a million, is a
verry heavy burden ito carry; yet even
with thai espenditure some country child-
ven are mnot receiving any benefits, and
when requests are made on their hehalf, the
same old answer is given—“No funds.”
There are no funds for the country children,
but £80,000 can be found to provide a
palatial building, provided with every
luxury, for a special school for girls in the
city. Again, large sums are being expended
on the additional water supply and sewerage
extensions throughout the metropolitan area,
whilst monev is not available to provide
additional country water supplies, an abso-
lute necessity to enable producers fo specd
up their exports. The monev expended in
roviding further water supplies to the ety
will certainly return infevest, but this will
he internal money, and such expenditure
will not appreciate exports, on whieh, after
all, the people and the State exist, Money
is to he be found for more luxurious trans-
port for city residemts for whom faeilities
are already provided. Perth and its sur-
roundings are being improved to provide
further luxuries and to beautify the river,
over which span two impoverished bridges,
one almost useless for any but the lightest
traffie, and so restrieting the use of the main
road which it serves. A very creditable
pleasure resort has been provided at Yan-
ehep, alnost at the gate of the city, whilst
the State has a natwal pleasure ve-
sort which, if available, would draw visitors
from beyond the State and would be of in-
estimable value in bringing Western Aus-
tralia before those people. I refer to the
Yallingup Caves distriet, a beautiful holiday
resort, and really a second Vietoria Falls
situation, lacking in wonderful falls cer-
tainly, but well compensated in that it has
the ocean with its beneficial breezes, as
against the humid atmoesphere in Rhodesia.
In addition, there are the ccean bathing, the
splendid fishing waters, the beautiful caves
and a traly delightful climate. Nature has
provided a wonderful asset in Yallingup,
and, with the expenditure of a reasonable
sum, say £30,000, a suitable building could
be erected, together with golf links and other
facilities necessary to attract visitors and
provide for Eastern States’ people in search
of health and pleasure. This propesition
would be very profitable, for in addition to
bringing more money to the State per
medium of visitors it wounld be a splendid
advertisement for our wonderful South-
West land.
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Now I come lo the very serious position
of our main primary industry, which has
shown so great a reduction in vield. After
vears of ruinous prices for wheat, it is grati-
fying to neote the present values which,
aceording to reports, are likely fo hold.
Also it is of great interest to know that this
season’s growth of crops so far is goed. 1t
is to be hoped the State will have the henefit
of a pood secason, those for a number of
years past having heen so bad for the
wheatgrower, and consequently for the State.
Even with fair seasons and good prices, it
would take the average farmer eight vears
to recover from his losses of the past. The
vields have fallen from the maximum of
53,000,000 bushels to 23,000,000 hushels,
thus seriously affecting the State. Yet
people are frequently found who, notwith-
standing the henefits they reecive from the
wheat produced, coutinually refer to the
farmers as grumblers. Those people I
allude to enjoy regular incomes and, heing
in such & position, never give a thought to
the fact that for years past many producers
have been unable io procure the necessities
to keep them in good health and fit for the
arduous work which hoth the producers
themselves and their womenfolk have to
undertake daily. The production and ex-
port of wheat circulates more money than
does any other industry, and the heasv drop
in the State vield has had a serions effect on
all finanee and, in addition, has considerabls
increased unemployment. Al producers
have long been sacrificed to the Anstrahiin
policy of protecting industry and extending
all the advantages to all sections. This
naturally is reflected in very high costs for
everything required, whilsi other sountries,
with which the Australian produee: has had
to compete on the world’s mark.t, enjoy
eheaper costs for goods, labour, aote. The
evil of the position lies in the faet that pro-
dueers have to supply their products to the
sheltered elasses of Australin at the same
price as is received for export in compeii-
tion with countries where productivc eosts
are much lower. No producer will deny
other classes the many privilexes, provided
reasonable treatment is veturned. There is
onlv one remedy, and the =sooner it is
adopted, the better for Australia; I mean
that a reasonahle price comparable with cost
of prodnction must be provided for all pro-
duce for local consumpiion, otherwise the
producing industries will fail to send the
necessary credits to assist in the couniry’s
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solvenoy. It 1s interesting to note how
champions of any particular industry take
advantage of the lean yems affecting the
producers. Quite recently T noticed a refer-
ence comparing the goldmining industry with
the farming industry. Geld mining has cer-
tainly been a wonderful industry for West-
ern Australia during the past few years,
and I sincerely hope it will continne to pro-
vress. It is fortunate for the industry and
the State that gold has risen te such a high
price as £8 15s. per ounce, and I hope the
value will not vecede to anything like pre-
depression times. Bot it must not be for-
zotten that eold enjovs the benefit of the
25 per eent. exchange rate, which is pegged
at that rate mainly on account of the ruin-
ous values of all primary produets, and also
the fact that indivectly the taxpayers of the
country provide the 25 per cent. referred
to. Therefore it really amounts to a bonus
of 25 per ecnt, on gold production. It may
be said that gold has been taxed. There cer-
tainly was a tax enacted under the Divi-
dends Duty on gold profits, which would
amount to 1s. 4d. in the pound, but this was
imposed to meet costs for which goldmining
was responsible. The Goldfields Water
Scheme was constructed at a huge cost for
goldlields services, and contrary to the state-
ment made by some people, the goldfields
did not redeem this outlay, but the general
taxpayers of {he State contributed a large
amonnt. At present huge sums are being
cxpended to recondition the pipe line, which
will take years to recover, and for many
vears the State made 2 heavy loss on water
supplied to the goldmining industry. Out-
side of the industry the two racecourses and
the goldficlds trotting ground were supplied
with millions of gallons of water free, and
that at a fime when it cost approximately
7s. per 1,000 gallons to deliver. In 1923
the then Government reduced the cost of the
supply of water to the mining indusiry from
7s. per 1,000 gallons to 3s.,, and made pro-
vision throngh the Mines Development Vote
to recompense the Water Supply Depart-

ment with the deficieney. TUnder this
arrangement 1the following amounts were
paid :— £ s d
1924 .. .. 68319 4 2
1925 19,134 15 5
1926 49,502 16 2
1927 43,080 15 10
1928 49231 2 9
1929 47,336 19 5
1930 .. .. 2856819 5
Total for seven years £336,104 16 2
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I do not want the House te think I am de-
crying this; T agree with it, but I would
point out that the farmers are not geiting
it.  In the amount of assistance granted
by the Government I have taken a period
of seven years, namely, 1923 to 1930, he-
cause subsequent to 1930 gold had increased
in value and shortly after that year the

Country  Party-Nationalist  Government
increased the cost of the water sup-
plied. In addition to the assistance
given by the heavy loss on  water

supplied, generous assistance was granted
under  the Mines Development  Act.
For the perfod extending from 1920 to
1630 this amounted to £380,737, making a
total of £716,841. Over and above that
there wus the gunrantee of £350,000 by the
State Government for the Wiluna gold mine.
This advance was backed by the Federal
Government. Fortunately for both Govern-
ments, the State in general, and the gold-
mining industry, Wiluna has torned out a
success and the money has been refunded.
1 agree that it was a good idea to help
the industry in this way. Seeing that they
have reeceived this assistance those associ-
ated with the industry should not belittle
another industry, which is facing a worse
erisis under much worse conditions than
the goldmining industry was ever con-
fronted with. The most important maiter
this State has before it is the rehabilita-
tion of the wheatgrowing industry. If is
of far-reaching importance, and must be
carried out in a sound and expeditious
manner., To those not thoroughly ac-
quainted with the position, I would ask
them to pay a visit to the eastern wheat
areas, and sec for themselves the unfor-
tunate position of those who, thaving
fought so strenuwously against heavy odds,
are still undaunted in spirit and are pre-
pared to continue their operations. I would
also ask them to view the wvery large
number of abandoned holdings, many of
which have been well improved and con-
stitute excellent wheat-growing land. It
is a matter for regret that many of these
abandoned properties, that are held by the
Agricultural Bank and other finaneial insti-
tutions, are being used to raise revenue
by leasing them for eropping purposes.
The terms are that these institutions re-
ceive 1% bushels per acre irrespective of
results and in that way funds are provided

so that the mortgagee obtains interest on
the amounts advanced. Apart altogether
from the guestion of these assets becoming
ruined, many curses cxist that tend still
further to reduee their value. I refer par-
tienlarly now to the grasshopper pest. Dur-
ing a reecent trip I had with the Acting
Minister for Customs, Mr. Thorby, I saw
thousands of acres of beauntiful red fovest
country without a blade of grass upon it.
There was no sign of anything growing
upon it, and this was thought to be due to
the salinity of the soil. On making inguir-
ies I fourd that this condition was due
entirely to the grasshopper plagne, Num-
bers of forest blocks had been cleared for
cultivation purposes, but now are nothing
mote than a Dbreeding ground for grass-
hoppers and other vermin. In the case of
the land I refer to, the grusshoppers cleared
off all the vegetation to sueh an extent that
when the wind blew fhere was no seed left
to provide any plant life whatever for
many years to come. Abandoned proper-
ties are all responsible for an inerease in
the rabbit pest. Some people elaim that
there are fewer rabbits to-day than was
the case last year, bnt they must not for-
get that the reduetion in the number is
due to the long drvy summer. I admit that
the safest way to keep rabbits out is to
gsurround the property with wire netting.
The wire netting scheme in the agricul-
tural areas has been n god-send. Very
many properties have now heen completely
encircled with wive-netting, as a result of
the work that has been done in the last
six or seven years, and T hope that prin-
ciple will be continued. We also have the
dingo and the fox. For the eight years
ended the 30th June last no fewer than
104,901 dingo scalps were paid for. That
does not represent all the dingoes that
were killed. The most important of all
these pests, and the most destructive, is
the fox. During the last eight years 136,643
foxes were paid for. It is indeed a serious
pest in this State, It is somewhat strange
that all the prineipal pests in Australia,
sparrows, starlings, foxes and rabbits were
imported. Some people have it in their
minds that the fox is not really as de-
structive as it is thought to be. It is,
however, not to be borne that the Govern-
ment should take up that attitude, as they
have done particularly in the South-West
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of this State. It is even more to he de-
plored that the responsible heads of de-
partments the most important man in the
Stafe with regard to the eontrol of thesc
pests, should hold a similay view. The
Chiet Inspector of Rabbits at the Road
Board conference last week declared that
the tox is the best animated rabbit trap
we have, and that it rarely attacks sheep.
‘The Chief Inspector should travel around
the country to find out what the fox can
do and what damage it is respousible for.
I have seen lambs with their noses bitten
off and others with their tongues torn out.

Hon. W. J. Mann: He said they rarely
attacked sheep.

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: I have scen sheep
torn by foxes, and furthermore they do not
stop at cither sheep or lambs, and have
been known to attack calves, It is extra-
ordinary that the very man te whom we look
tor advice in the control of this pest should
make such a ridiculous statement. Foxes
will eat rabbits only when they cannot get
poultry, lambs or sheep. Once a fox gets
a taste for lamb and sheep, it will bother
very little about rabbits except the young
ones they take out of the burrows. One man
with a fumigator will destroy more rabbits
in a day than a fox ean destroy in six
months. In the case of sheep, lambs and
poultry, it is the most destructive pest we
have, [t is to the Chief Inspcetor that the
Minister looks for adviee in the control of
this pest, and as regards the expenditure
of money required to counteract it. The
Minister should send him out into the field
to obtain first band information eoncerning
the destrunction for which the fox is respon-
sible. I know of many cases where the
average lambing will not be more than 50
per cent., and where 35 per cent. of the loss
is due to foxes, On my own property I
have suffered serious lasses from foxes, not-
withstanding that the place is wire-netted.
It is indeed a scrious pest., The bonus should
be increased and every effort should be made
to keep down this very destructive animal.
T know what had to he done in Victoria to
counteract it. There is only one good fox,
and that is a dead one. I now revert to
the abandoned holdings T was talking about.
It is only natural that people who lease these
properties for eropping purposes should en-
deavour to get the best possible out of the
land with the least outlay and the minimum
ol labour. If farm properties are neglected

they very soon deteriorate in value. The
asset thus becomes a fast diminishing one,
and if not soon realised upon will become
almost  valueiess. The system of leasing
should be discontinued, otherwise serious
losses will be made by all concerned.
Through the land being put out of action
over a period of years, production will be
considerably affected. Money should not be
spared to protect these valuable assets, and
no effort should be withheld towards that
end. Last year the Federal Government pro-
vided one and a half million pounds for the
relief of farmers in this State. The money
is spread over three years, and I understand
is allotted up to the 30th Deccinber, 1938.
It became necessary to provide legislation
in this State for the administration of these
funds. Accordingly, the Rural Relief Act
came into law. The administration of this
Aet has been earried out with pleasing suc-
cess by the department, and many people
unfortunately placed have been relieved.
The question is, does the Act give the ad-
ministrators all the power they require? I
do not think it does. The secured creditor
is In a unique position. There is no give
and take about it at all. The secured credi-
tor gets cverything, whereas the unsecured
creditor has to accept 3s. in the pound.
Amongst these are storckeepers who have
done their best to keep the settlers going.
Then there arve the doctors. I know that in
one case 3s. in the pound wounld not pay
for the medicines supplied. There arc also
the claims of the hospital. Al the unsceured
ereditors are treated alike, In the case of
the secuved creditors, after all these pro-
visions lhave been allowed for, the value of
the asset will have increased. That is hardly
right. Surely the secured creditors are pre-
pared to do something to re-establish the
industry. They cannot expeet every other
section of the community involved to carry
the whole burden whiist they receive their
20s. in the pound,

Hon. V. Hamersley: Half the time it is
a guestion of compound interest,

Hon. C. ¥. BAXTER: Ang still this rocs
on. As I have said, the administrators of
this Act have done cxcellent work. The
amount so far received from the Federal
Government is, [ think, only £150,000. I
do not know how it has heen possible to give
relief in s0 many cases. The Fund must have
been tremendously overdrawn. The Federal
Government ought to be more fice with their
money so that this worthy work may be car-
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ried on. T hope the information given to me
15 incorrect. I <o not want to see
this board, which has done so much good,
hampered in its operations. I trust that the
necessary funds will be fortheoming so that
the board’s pperations may be eontinued. The
Act does not extend any assistance towards
earrying on or increasing those activities,
The most serious aspeet of wheatgrowing
1s that not only those growers who avail
themselves of the Act, but the great
majority of wheat tarmers, cannot, even if
prices be good, continue operations unless
some method is devised to replace machinery
and power, That is the most important
question facing our wheat producers to-day,
In this respeet both the State and the Fed-
eral Government ave vitally concerned.
Exports are a matter of the gravest im-
portance, For some vears our exports have
heen languishing. The fignres of production
over the last six years show a heavy deeline

in each successive vear since 1931, They
are as Tollows:—
Bushels.

1931 .. .. 53,504,000

1952 .. 41,321,000

1933 .. 41,792,000

193+ .. 27,305,000

1935 .. 6,085,000
The estimate for 183G s 23,000,000

hushels, or less than half of the production
in 1931. Comparing these figures, ane re-
aliscs how vital is the question of exports.
And the position will hcecome even worse
unless something is done to replace mach-
inery and power on the farms. Many
farmers ave in the position of being com-
pelled, by the factor of finance, to restriet
their operations, Last year's harvest, ad-
mittedly, was a poor one; but our returns
are going down. 1In 1935 the State exported
14,961,383 eentals, valued at £3,921,897,
whilst the quantity exported this year was
8,938,232 centals which, thanks o an in-
creage in price exceeding 7d. per bushel,
was valued at £2,803,358. TLast vear’s value
would have bheen very low indced but for
the higher price. Clearly, the posilion of
the wheat industry is most preearious. The
speeding up of exports s a vital necessity
for replenishing funds abroad. Merchants
are concerned Trom the standpoint of
machinery supply: commercial and pro-
fessional men, and indeed all sections
of fhe e¢ommunity, vrealise the henelit
of exports. The bhad resnlts of sev.

eral recent vears have foreced the farmer
to continue to use old and woern-out machin-
ery, This has meant heavy expenditure in
prchasing parts for replacements, and that
is a procedure which aggravates the posi-
tion. Even with the addition of new parts,
the worn-out machinery is continually hreak-
ing down, thus cansing delays which are seri-
ous noet only from the aspeet of loss of tine
but from that of heavy loss in wheal due
to shedding, windstorms, fires and so on.
Thus the farmer is faced with heavy expen-
diture, plus heavy losses of grain; and this
combination not only restricts operations,
but seriously affects finaneial recovery. The
same remarks apply to other farming opera-
tions such as ploughing, cultivating, and
secding; and necessarily there is an influ-
ence on the acreage eropped. Apparently,
no assistance from either the Federal or the
State Government is to be forthecoming. Aler-
chants cannot find the needed finance. There-
fore it has beeome necessary to disecover some
avenee of relief. In this connection I am
going to suggest a seheme which | regard
as worthy of econsideration. Should the
scheme not prove acceptable, I hope its dis-
eussion will be the means of assisting to for-
nmulate something of a nature that will meet
the position. My suggestion is that there
he provided through the Loan Council a sum
of £500,000 to make advances for the pur-
chase of machinery and power to approved
farmers with heldings warranting such ad-
vances: the maximmm advance to be £500,
which is to be loaned for a period of ten
vears at five per cent. inferest. An anti-
cipated average advanee of £250 would en-
able this sum to assist 2,000 farmers. The
administration of the fund would have to
be controlled by a board free from politieal
interference. As eash wounld be provided,
it should he possible to arrange with machin-
ery suppliers to assist, as it would be to
their interest to do, by supplving at bedrock
prices. The farmer would then be enabled
fo purchase at reduced rates and reasonable
inferest. The position of farmers aequir-
ing supplies would necessitate reasonable
terms. From this aspect the period of ten
vears might he subdivided, and the interest
averaged over a five-year period. To pro-
vide payvments on prineipal and interest for
the first five vears, I snggest a levy of 3d.
per bushel on the erop of the farmer
assisted. Taking the basis as 400 acres of
crop vielding an average of 12 hushels,
which it is not unreasonable fo expect from
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approved properties, this would provide £60.
The average interest on the maximum
amount of £500—that is, taking into account
the vearly reductions of principal—wounid
be approximately £20, thus leaving £40
available for annual reduction of principal.
At the end of the first five years the remain-
ing principal would amount to approxi-
mately £300, making five annunl payments
of £60 each, and the average annunal inter-
est would amount to £9, making a total
annual payment of approximately £70.
Whilst through seasonal difficulties some
payments might not be honoured, the repay-
ments made would provide funds for further
advances if required. These payments may
appear heavy, hut it must be borne in mind
that the heavy cost of replacements, with
losses of crop through delays and hreak-
downg, take a heavy toll and create a seri-
ous position, Whatever scheme may be
adopted, there are hound to be losses, but
these would not be serious in comparison
with the impetus to exports from the system
1 suggest. In connection with this scheme
it should be an important feature of the
board’s administration to see that renson-
able shelter sheds are available for all
machinery purchased under the system. It
15 the bounden duty of bhoth the Federal
and the State Governments and of members
of the various Legislatures, of commercial
and professional men, and in fact of every
section of the community, to assist in every
way possible (o re-establish the wheat.
grower; so that the State’s vield, which bene-
fits every person in the Stale, may he re-
Maced at the fifty-million bushel mark, en-
abling Western Australia to export a large
surplus, whieh will he a wonderful benefit
to finance and provide full employment for
many who at present do not enjoy that
privilege. The legislative proposals men-
tioned in the Lieut.-Governor’s Speech in-
clude a Bill to deal with the aborigines ques.
tion. T forecast that this will indeed prove
a diffieult measure. It is easy to talk on
the subjeet, but the protection of aborigines
15 a most perplexing problem. We find all
sorts of people expressing opinions and
making proposals withont knowing anything
whatever ahout the aborigines, speaking
merely from hearsay. My sympathies are
with the ahorigines, but I have positive
knowledge thaf pamphlets have been pub-
lished without any justification for the state-
ments wade in them. However, we will
clear that hurdle when we come to it. Then

there is a Bill to cstablish uniformity of
taxatton. I am pleased to know that the
Government will introduce the measure. T
hepe I shall not be disappointed in it. How-
ever, the position is that for many years
we have wanted uniformity of taxation. The
problem is highly difficult. About 18 months
ago uniformity in this respeet was agrecd
upon between the States and the Federal
Government, I hope the promised Bill will
he found suitable for our requiremcnts.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Does not that mean
something else?

Hon. C. . BAXTER: Perhaps, We shall
see when {he measure comes ajong. A Muni-
cipal Corporations Act has been needed for
many years, Parliament cannot do too much
to assist municipalities. Another important
measure—in fact, the most important Bill
on the list—is the one relating to prospect-
ing for oil. In view of the world outloock,
if there is any hope of obtaining oil sup-
plies in Australia, money should be spent
for prospecting, and the sooner the better.
1f we were cut off from the rest of the world
to-day, our position would be most preecari-
ous. At present we depend entirely on out-
side sourees for supplies of oil. 1 trast that
not only members of this Chamber but also
members of another place, and Federal legis-
lators as well, will serionsly consider the
suggestion I have made regarding replace-
ment of machinery and power in all the
wheat-growing States. In some of them the
position is worse than it is here. Al the
brains available should be set to work with
a view to discovering a scheme whereby
machinery and power may be replaced, so
as fo cnable our exporting producers, on
whom we depend for our very existence,
to speed up exports and so create a posi-
tion allowing sufficient eredits abroad, thus
creating such employment as Australia may
be proud of. I have much pleasure in sup-
porting the motion for the adoption of the
Address-in-reply.

On motion by Hon, H. V. Piesse, dehate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 559 p.m.



